
 

TRAINING IN ENDOSCOPY – THE WAY FORWARD 

Background 

Endoscopy Units across the UK are experiencing significant waiting lists for endoscopic procedures 

and are engaged in post-COVID recovery planning to meet demand. Training list capacity has 

reduced with Units needing to maintain infection control measures and cope with service pressures. 

Here we provide some practical suggestions to maximise effective endoscopy training and learning 

opportunities to help trainees whose training has been impaired by the COVID pandemic. 

Recommendations and suggestions 

Organisation of training Local training leads can ensure that a prospective planning 
approach is in place for training – mapping available training 
lists with allocated trainers / trainees 

Trainees (and trainers) can act collaboratively to ensure that 
allocated training lists are actively backfilled – this can be 
supported by simple tools e.g. What’s App group 

Partner organisations within a region can identify potential 
opportunities for endoscopy training where trainees could 
reasonably travel to (increase overall training list capacity) 

All trainees accepted for training should have an appraisal 
and training needs assessment to ensure training is 
optimally focussed 

JAG recommendations provide a benchmark for the 
provision of training lists with dedicated trainers 

Local training leads can ensure that a system is in place to 
maximise therapeutic endoscopy training e.g. endoscopy for 
patients with acute upper GI bleeding 

Local / regional training (virtual or face to face) can provide 
a valuable addition to support learning and development 

Training on lists Particularly for early or intermediate colonoscopy training 
trainers can consider segmenting training concentrating on 
improving specific skill elements (20-25 mins) e.g. loop 
resolution, lesion detection 

Trainers can maximise the use of DOPS and performance 
enhancing feedback to increase the value of training lists 

Targeted training interventions Where trainees are close to JAG Certification consideration 
should be given to providing an accelerated phase of 
training – this has the potential to deliver additional 
competent endoscopists into the workforce 

Regional data on training progression of all regional 
endoscopy trainees can be collated to inform training needs 
and how best to allocate available training opportunities 
(reduce unwarranted variation) [TPD perspective] 

Central resources Provision of JAG Basic Hands-on training courses is a current 
bottleneck – JAG Regional Training Centres should work 
collaboratively to increase availability of these courses 

Endoscopy simulation has the potential to support the 
development of early scope handling skills and where 
available these could be used to facilitate training 
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Online training resources for endoscopy trainees 

https://portal.e-lfh.org.uk/ : e-Learning for Healthcare is free to access for all NHS staff. Register 

with a GMC / NMC number. The JAG have worked in partnership with e-LfH to develop a range of 

endoscopy related courses. 

https://ueg.eu/education : there are a range of GI learning resources available at the UEG website 

http://www.gastrotraining.com/category/endoscopy : free to access GI resource 

https://www.bsg.org.uk/jobs-and-fellowships/ : the BSG Endoscopy section has developed a registry 

of endoscopy training fellowships 

 

Upcoming endoscopy related training events 

 

Clinical controversies in endoscopy – 30th June 
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